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Year Group Year 2 
Topic Florence and Mary 
Selected Text (POR) N/A 

 
Areas of Learning 
 

• As historians, children will be learning about the lives of Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole, why they are famous and what impact their lives had 
on nursing.  They will compare the lives of these two women considering how attitudes of the time impacted on the lives they led. They will learn 
through a variety of historical sources and share ideas using a variety of medium. 

• As geographers, children will look at maps of Turkey, France, England and Jamaica. They will trace Florence Nightingale’s journey to Scutari and Mary 
Seacole’s journey from Jamaica to England and then on to the Crimea.   

• As designers, children will make and design medals for Florence or Mary. 
• As scientists, they will investigate germs and how germ prevention works, in relation to common colds, etc. 
• Children will use various ICT tools to research the life of Florence and Mary. 

 
 

Rights Respecting Enterprise Environment Spiritual and Moral Communities 
 
The UNCRC articles that will 
be addressed during this 
topic are: 
 
Article 2 
(Non-discrimination) 
 
Article 22 
(Refugee Children) 
 

 
As enterprising people,  
we will:  
 
Design and make natural 
remedies for common 
ailments, for example, 
mustard plasters. 
 

 
As people concerned with our 
environment, we will:  
 
Learn about the importance 
of keeping our environment 
free of rubbish and the 
impact of pollution on our 
health. 
 

 
In our Spiritual and Moral 
development, we will:  
 
Consider the importance of 
caring for others and how we 
show this. 
 
 

 
As members of a community, 
we will:  
 
Learn about the NHS and 
hospitals for children.  We 
will learn about the role of 
health professionals in the 
community. 
 



Article 24 
(Health and Health Services) 
 
Article 38 
(War and armed conflicts) 
 

 
Essentials for Learning and Life Areas of Learning 

Communication: Attitudes: Human Social and Environmental Understanding: 
 
Writing, Presenting and Broadcasting:  

• Write in role as Florence 
Nightingale writing a letter to 
her parents describing her 
journey to Scutari hospital. 

• Write in role as Florence 
writing a letter to Queen 
Victoria describing the 
conditions at Scutari Hospital 
and what is needed in order to 
improve the hospital. 

• Write a diary entry as Mary 
Seacole describing a day in 
the Crimea. 

• Create timelines of Florence 
and Mary’s lives. 

• Role play various people, e.g. 
– Queen Victoria, a soldier, 
Florence’s parents, cook at 
Scutari Hospital talking about 
Florence’s achievements. 

• Write a letter as Mary to 
Florence asking to join her 
team of nurses at Scutari 
Hospital and explaining why 

 
Learning and Thinking Skills:  

• Asking questions. 
• Consider how people’s 

behaviour and attitude 
towards nurses has changed 
over time. 

• Investigate nursing in 
different countries. 

 
Personal and Emotional Skills/ 
PHSE/RE:  

• Learn how to keep 
themselves healthy and avoid 
illnesses. 

• Be led to understand how 
people’s attitudes changed 
over time and how this 
effects changes in the world 
we live in. 

• Learn to care for others when 
they are ill.  

 
Social Skills:  

• Communicate their ideas 
effectively. 

 
Geography Skills:  

• Express their own views about people, places and environments. 
• Communicate in different ways. 
• Use geographical vocabulary. 
• Use secondary sources of information. 
• Identify and describe what places are like. 
• Name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans. 
• Name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and 

capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 
• Understand geographical similarities and differences through 

studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country. 

 
History Skills: 

• Place events and objects in chronological order. 
• Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 
• Be taught to recognise why people did things, why events happened 

and what happened as a result. 
• Identify differences between ways of life at different times. 
• Be taught to identify different ways in which the past is represented. 
• Be taught how to find out about the past from a range of sources of 

information. 
• Ask and answer questions about the past. 



she would make a good 
nurse.   

 

• Listen to the ideas of others. 
• Work collaboratively and in 

groups during the topic. 
• Negotiate, respect others’ 

roles within their group and in 
partners and resolve conflicts 
as they arise. 

 

• Understand changes in their own lives and the way of life of their 
families or others around them. 

• Understand the way of life of people in the more distant past that lived 
in the local area or elsewhere in Britain. 

• Understand the lives of significant men, women and children drawn 
from the history of Britain and the wider world. 

 

Mathematics: Scientific and Technological Understanding 
 
Following the Maths! No Problem (Singapore Maths) scheme. 
 

 
Animals including Humans: 

• Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow 
into adults. 

• Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including 
humans, for survival (water, food and air). 

• Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right 
amounts of different types of food, and hygiene. 

 
Computing: Understanding the Arts and Design: 

 
Following the Switched-on Computing curriculum, as well as: 

• Be taught how to gather information from a variety of sources by 
researching Florence’s and Mary’s lives using various websites. 

• Enter and store information in a variety of forms. 
• Retrieve information that has been stored. 
• Know how to select from and add to information they have retrieved 

for particular purposes. 
• Be taught how to share ideas by presenting information in a variety of 

forms. 
• Be able to present completed work effectively, e.g. for public display. 

 

 
Art and Design Skills:  

• Record from first hand observation, experience and imagination, and 
explore ideas. 

• Ask and answer questions about the starting points for their work. 
• Investigate the possibilities of a range of materials and processes. 
• Try out tools, techniques and apply these to materials and processes, 

including drawings. 
• Represent observations, ideas and feelings, and design and make 

images and artefacts. 
• Review what they and others have done and say what they think and 

feel about it. 
• Be taught knowledge, skills and understanding through working on 

their own, collaborating with others, on projects in two and three 
dimensions and different scales. 

• Use a range of materials and processes. 



 


